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1. SITE NAME: Deblois Air Force Range (Deblois Precision Bombing          
                                               Range)

SITE NUMBER: D01ME048300

LOCATION:
City: Deblois/Machias
County: Washington
State: Maine

PROJECT NUMBER: D01ME048301
c

CATEGORY: OE

INPR RAC: 4

ASR RAC:                         4

2. POC’S:

TECHNICAL MANAGER: GEO DISTRICT POC:
Name:   Richard L. Pike            Name:   Tony Riccio
Office:   CEHNC-OE-DG            Office:   CENED-ED-EH
Phone:  256-895-1559 Phone:   617-647-8605  

GEO DIVISION POC:            HEADQUARTERS POC:
Name:   Bill Holtham  Name:   J. R. Gibson   
Office:   CENED-PD-M  Office:   CEMP-RF
Phone:  617-647-8670  Phone:  202-761-4709

SUPPORT DISTRICT (ASR) POC:
Name:   Thomas R. Freeman
Office:   CELMS-PM-M  
Phone:  314-331-8785

3.  SITE DESCRIPTION:  The former Debois Air Force Range was located
approximately three miles north of Harrington, Maine and about 25 miles from the
Atlantic Ocean.  The site consists of approximately 2,560 acres  that was used for



rocketry, strafing, air-to-ground gunnery, and bombing practice.  The soils of the
Deblois site are deep, somewhat excessively drained, slopping and moderately
textured.  The topography is dominantly large rolling hills that have gently rounded
crests and steeper side slopes.     

4. SITE HISTORY:  During 1951 the U.S. Air Force acquired by leasehold 2,560 acres
of land three miles north of Harrington, Maine, for use as a bombing range. The range
associated with Dow Air Force Base was known as the Deblois Bombing and Gunnery
Range and the Deblois Air Force Range. Historically Dow Air Force Base was under
the jurisdiction of the Strategic Air Command (SAC), Air Defense Command, and
Tactical Air Command. Each of these commands used the Deblois Bombing and
Gunnery Range. The U.S. Air Force terminated the leasehold in August 1964, and the
property reverted back to the Huerst Publishing Company. Currently most of the
property is owned by Cherryfield Foods, Incorporated, and is used for growing
blueberries. The remaining acreage is used by the Columbia Falls Air Force Station.
There was no documentation obtained stating that chemical warfare materials were
stored or used at the Deblois Air Force Range. A decontamination certificate was not
found during the archives research.

The Deblois Air Force Range was used as a bombing and gunnery range from 1951
through 1964. Rocketry, strafing, air-to-ground gunnery, demolition bombing, gunnery
practice, and  dive bombing were the types of exercises considered for this range.  A
series of correspondence from Nov. 1951 to Jan 1952 discussed the need for bombing
ranges by both Dow AFB and Limestone AFB. Dow AFB needed a range suitable for
practice bombing and air-to-ground use by fighter aircraft. On the other hand,
Limestone AFB had a heavy bombardment wing that needed a range for practice and
demolition bombing and gunnery against remote-controlled aircraft. The Deblois Air
Force Range was considered adequate for practice use but a larger range would be
necessary for the demolition bombing and OQ operations. A final resolution of the
range use was not contained in the available documents.

5. PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

  The overall site was mostly used as practice bombing, rocket, and strafing/small arms
ranges.  Deblois Air Force Range is not broken up into sub-sites in the ASR.  The
sub-sites described in this fact sheet were created using the plates and figures
found in the Findings portion of the ASR.  All areas are approximate.



   Area A: Bombing Target (and Proximity)

Size Acres:  100-300
Former Use: Bombing Target
Present Use: Blueberry Farming
Probable End Use: same as present use
Ordnance Presence: Confirmed

Types: debris from 2.75"
HE Warheads and
practice bombs
(M38A2), 2.25"
practice rocket,  MK
106 MOD 0 
practice bomb

Area B: EOD Range

Size Acres: 50-200
Former Use: EOD Range
Present Use: Blueberry Farming
Probable End Use: same as present use
Ordnance Presence: Confirmed

Types: SI Team saw munitions debris from OE used on
other areas and other metal waste scattered
throughout area
Potential: demolition charges

Area C: Dump (Shallow Depression)

Size Acres: 50-200
Former Use: Dump Site
Present Use:  Blueberry  Farming
Probable End Use: same as present use
Ordnance Presence: Confirmed

Types: debris from M38A2, 100 lb. MK106 Mod 0 Practice
and AN-M81 Frag Bombs, and 2.75" HE rockets

Area D:  Strafing Range

Size Acres: 100-200
Former Use: Target Berms / Air-to-Ground (Strafing) Range
Present Use: Columbia Falls AF  Radar Station at South Portion, and

Blueberry Farming
Probable End Use: same as present use
Ordnance Presence: Confirmed



Types: debris from 2.25" and 2.75" Practice , AN-M175 and
M172 Rockets                              

Area E:  Remaining Lands

Size Acres: approx. 2000
Former Use: Unknown
Present Use:  Blueberry  Farming
Probable End Use: same as present use
Ordnance Presence: Uncontaminated

6.  CURRENT STATUS: The Archive Search Report was completed in September
1995. 

7.  STRATEGY: 

Because of the potential for remaining practice and explosive OE, including demolition
charges, bombs and rockets, a low priority EE/CA is recommended.  There have been
no reports of UXO by inhabitants or by the site team.  Expended OE and surface debris
of  practice OE and surface debris of spotting-charges have been found.  Historical
documents and air photos also indicate such evidence. Two newspaper articles (dtd.
1953 and 1961) also indicate practice bombing, strafing, rocketry and air-to-ground
gunnery tactics by jets/fighters and SAC bombers.  Since no UXO has been found and
the site access is relatively minimal, no immediate removal action is necessary.

Area A:  EE/CA
Area B:  EE/CA
Area C:  EE/CA
Area D:  EE/CA
Area E:  NOFA

8.  ISSUES AND CONCERNS:

The currently active radar station may not be FUDS eligible, but the remainder of the
(former) strafing area should be eligible.

 Blueberry harvesting during three weeks (annual total) by many workers and
hunting/fishing are probably the most significant current activities. However, this remote
site's community  is apparently  increasing, having recent store building and airport
renovations.

No definite indications of CWM usage or storage, or of site clearances were uncovered.
However, since this site was under control of another site, Dow Air Force Base, which
has a chemical, biological and radiological section, Deblois Bombing Range carries a
speculative potential concerning CWM.



Blueberry farming is very time intensive to establish, requiring fifty-to-one-hundred
years for plants to become productive. Therefore, farmers do not wish to have their
blueberry plants uprooted (or even their root systems disturbed).

There are known Federally- and State-listed species occurring in the site area.  An on-
site inspection by the appropriate Federal and State personnel may be necessary to
verify the presence, absence or location of listed species, or natural communities.

9. SCHEDULE SUMMARY:  EE/CA, RD, RA

10. FUNDING/BUDGET SUMMARY:  For Official Use Only


